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Worship at Home - Sunday 16th November 2025
Bible Sunday
Call to worship: Let us celebrate today as Bible Sunday, as we hear God’s word, learn from its lessons, heed its instruction and respond to its challenge.

StF no. 160  Powerful in making us wise to salvation

	1  Powerful in making us wise to salvation,
witness to faith in Christ Jesus the Word;
breathed out for all by the life-giving Father –
these are the Scriptures, and thus speaks the Lord.

	3  Prophecy, history, song and commandment,
gospel and letter and dream from on high;
words of the wise who were steered by the Spirit –
these are the Scriptures; on them we rely.

	2  Hammer for action and compass for travel,
map in the desert and lamp in the dark;
teaching, rebuking, correcting and training – 
these are the Scriptures, and this is their work.

	4  Gift for God’s servants to fit them completely,
fully equipping to walk in his ways;
guide to good work and effective believing – 
these are the Scriptures; for these we give praise!
CCL821965 Christopher Idle



Prayers of Thanksgiving and Confession

Almighty God, we praise you for the powerful words of Scripture, which endure from age to age in order to sustain us. Thank you for supplying your sacred books to us in the Bible, so that we might carefully study and learn from them, enlightened by the Holy Spirit in our efforts to understand your message of guidance to us. We praise you for the courage your Word gives us to persevere when our faith is sorely tried by the ways of the world. All thanks and praise be to you, Father, Son and Holy Spirit. Amen.

Heavenly Father, we are often too slow to consult the wisdom of your Word.
When life presents us with problems, we grapple with them by relying on our own resources rather than turning to Scripture which you have inspired. Your Word offers a chart and compass for our journey, yet it sits unused on our shelves. We are sorry that we forget to reach for our Bibles, and instead we commit ourselves afresh to study your Word, in order to draw on the strength of our faith when the world throws problems in our path. Amen.

We long to hear the good news that God’s love never flags or fails, despite our lack of persistence. When we turn to Him and ask for mercy, we are met with grace and kindness. We know that we are forgiven and sustained by the love of our Lord. Thanks be to God. Amen

Readings: Luke 18, 1-8 
Then Jesus told his disciples a parable to show them that they should always pray and not give up. 2 He said: “In a certain town there was a judge who neither feared God nor cared what people thought. 3 And there was a widow in that town who kept coming to him with the plea, ‘Grant me justice against my adversary.’  4 “For some time he refused. But finally he said to himself, ‘Even though I don’t fear God or care what people think, 5 yet because this widow keeps bothering me, I will see that she gets justice, so that she won’t eventually come and attack me!’”
2 Timothy 3, 10-17
6 And the Lord said, “Listen to what the unjust judge says. 7 And will not God bring about justice for his chosen ones, who cry out to him day and night? Will he keep putting them off? 8 I tell you, he will see that they get justice, and quickly. However, when the Son of Man comes, will he find faith on the earth?”

2 Timothy 3, 10-17  A Final Charge to Timothy
10 You, however, know all about my teaching, my way of life, my purpose, faith, patience, love, endurance, 11 persecutions, sufferings—what kinds of things happened to me in Antioch, Iconium and Lystra, the persecutions I endured. Yet the Lord rescued me from all of them. 12 In fact, everyone who wants to live a godly life in Christ Jesus will be persecuted, 13 while evildoers and impostors will go from bad to worse, deceiving and being deceived. 14 But as for you, continue in what you have learned and have become convinced of, because you know those from whom you learned it, 15 and how from infancy you have known the Holy Scriptures, which are able to make you wise for salvation through faith in Christ Jesus. 16 All Scripture is God-breathed and is useful for teaching, rebuking, correcting and training in righteousness, 17 so that the servant of God[a] may be thoroughly equipped for every good work.

Sermon 

Text ‘All scripture is inspired by God and is useful for teaching, for reproof, for correction and for training in righteousness, so that everyone who belongs to God may be equipped for every good work.’ 2 Timothy 3, 16-17. 

One of the highlights of my recent weekend in Birmingham, as a leader at the annual Methodist Youth Convention, was a short introduction to the Bible. It was given by a trainee Methodist minister, who will surely be a great asset to our Church in future. Not only did she deliver her presentation in a very effective fashion, but she gave me plenty of pause for thought. Her main point was that the Bible should instruct us in righteousness and equip us for the Lord’s work, just as Paul said in his advice to his young pastoral assistant, Timothy (though at that moment in time, only the Old Testament existed, not the New). She also very firmly insisted that the Bible is complicated, and we need help in order to understand its message.

Indeed, the Bible as we know it today has a long and complex history. It was written by many authors, who were inspired by God in what they wrote, over the course of more than 1,500 years. We are in the habit of calling it a book, but in fact it is a library of books, full of stories, laws, psalms, prophecy, Gospels and letters. It did not become a settled collection of 66 of these items, until the fourth century after Christ’s birth, and only then were they bound together in a single volume. The Old Testament was written in Hebrew and the New Testament in Greek, and only later was it translated into Latin, the scholarly language of the day. Translations into everyday languages like French, English and German had to wait another thousand years, and were much resisted by Church leaders. It was the fifteenth-century invention of printing that finally made the Bible more widely available.

Now you may find this sort of information rather academic, but this background information is vital to understanding and using the Bible we take for granted in its current form. As I used to say to my students when we were looking at historical documents – though the Bible is a living word for the present – if you take a text out of context, then you are left with a con. Take Paul’s Letters, which are often read as a justification for not allowing women to occupy positions of authority in the Church. Revd Sarah Butcher, who has recently moved on from this circuit, was actually told in the centre of Crewe, by a man quoting St Paul, that she should not have been ordained. Paul was a man of his time, yet he frequently commended women for their important roles in the Early Church, which had no hierarchy. 

So, we all need guidance to understand the Bible and get the best from it. That’s why I think that simply giving it to someone, and telling them to get on with reading it as their means of salvation, is not enough. It’s wonderful to learn that Bible sales in the UK, like the USA, have been going up year by year since 2020, and that young people in particular have been buying it. Yet it is often said that the Bible is the best seller that is least read. Some people don’t know where to start and they need directing to the Gospels, ideally Mark’s, the most accessible one (as well as the first to be written), even though it appears towards the end of the Bible. Otherwise, they may end up looking for Jesus in Genesis! I would not recommend starting at the beginning and working one’s way through to Revelation, but selecting different sections for study.

Fortunately, help is at hand, both in terms of printed and digital material, even if we have to be careful about the source of the latter. An up-to-date translation is essential and there are plenty of guides and Bible-reading plans. I would especially commend the work of the Bible Society, founded in 1804 to translate the scriptures into non-European languages. There are now some 700 complete translations of the Bible, and portions in another 3,000 languages, while this vital work continues. However, today the Bible Society is very much concerned with distributing the Bible and offering assistance in reading it. The Good News Bible Youth edition has recently been published to great acclaim, because it accompanies the text with a commentary and asks interesting questions of the reader. It is an ideal gift for a young person, but we all need to understand the Bible better, so that we can grow more confident in sharing its riches with others.

The Bible has been compared to a light for our path, or map for our life’s journey, but I would like to end with the image of a toolbox, even though I am not the best of handymen myself. However, as we increase our knowledge of the Bible, we will be able to equip ourselves with the tools to tackle life’s problems. For instance, a hammer may remind us to be persistent. The parable of the persevering widow in Luke’s Gospel that you have just read is a fine example of how we should keep praying for God’s answer, even if we fail to get one immediately. Don’t give up! A spanner might help us achieve a Christ-like humility, in so far as we need to make certain adjustments to our lives and behaviour. A tape measure suggests that we need the yardstick of our Lord’s standards, so as to gauge our attitudes and actions according to the ones he sets.

Just think for a moment of the stories or passages in the Bible that have been especially useful to you in certain situations. Or consider those areas in your life where some additional tooling up would be helpful for you. As St Paul says, in his advice to Timothy, in our text, scripture is divinely inspired and essential for teaching and training in godly living, so that all who belong to the Lord may be properly equipped to do his work. Let’s make the most of our Bibles, to God’s greater glory. Amen  


Prayers of Intercession
 
Dear Lord, on this day which we are keeping as Bible Sunday, we think first of your Word and all those involved in making it available and understandable. We pray for those who work on the translation, interpretation and distribution of your Holy Book. We remember in particular those who perform these tasks in parts of the world where the Bible is banned and the work of spreading the Gospel is very dangerous.

As we think of our wider world, we cannot ignore the human cruelty that disfigures it. We weep over the massacres in Sudan, where a forgotten war rages that no one seems interested in stopping. In Ukraine there is concern to end the conflict, but without success, while in Gaza, we are relieved to observe a very fragile peace, which we desperately pray will hold, so that further progress can be made in ending the death and destruction there. As we commend the peacemakers and aid workers in those places to you, we are aware of violence in our own country, and pray for those who minister to its victims and provide our security.

[bookmark: _GoBack]Then we turn to those who are struggling at this time, with ill-health, infirmity, depression, loneliness and loss. We think especially of those awaiting treatment, or facing an uncertain future in terms of work and relationships. We remember all in need and ask for your healing, comfort and companionship, thinking in particular of those know personally to us, in our families, among our friends and in our neighbourhoods. As we remember them, may we also offer words of kindness and show them compassion.

Finally, we ask you to bless those young people who are currently coming to the Bible in search of purpose and meaning in their lives. Likewise, we pray that we ourselves may be encouraged to turn more regularly to the Bible as our guide, and to use it as the toolkit with which we can tackle those difficulties and problems that we will face. We ask for the help and inspiration of the Holy Spirit as we do so, concluding with the words our Saviour taught us, as we say … The Lord’s Prayer.
StF no. 164 Your words to me are life and health
	1  Your words to me are life and health;
they fortify my soul,
enable, guide and teach my heart
to reach its perfect goal.

	3  Your words to me are full of joy,
of beauty, peace, and grace;
from them I learn your blessed will,
through them I see your face.

	2  Your words to me are light and truth;
from day to day they show
their wisdom, passing earthly lore,
as in their truth I grow.

	4  Your words are perfected in One, 
yourself, the living Word;
within my heart your image print
In closest lines, O Lord.
CCL 821965 George Currie Martin


Closing Prayer: Dear Lord, we thank you for your Word. Guide us to understand it, enable us to live by it and help us to share its life-giving good news with those around us, to your greater glory. Amen 
Benediction 
May the Grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the fellowship of the Holy Spirit rest and remain with us, always. Amen.

This worship service has been prepared by Dr. Malcolm Crook
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