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Connexional Grants Team – the Support Services Cluster


Connexional Property Grant Application Form

This application has been designed to be as short and as simple as possible to complete, while still allowing applications to be assessed effectively. Please refer to the guidance notes for points of clarification.  If you have any questions regarding the form or the application process please contact the Connexional Grants Team (details below).

Please note that in order to be eligible to apply for a Connexional Property Grant, your project will need to have secured the support of your District.  The application form asks for confirmation that your project has received this support, as indicated by the signatures of the District Property Secretary or the District Grants Officer, as well as the District Chair.  The Project ID from the Consents website should also be provided.  There is no need to repeat information in this form that is included in your Consents application, but please attach information from your Consents application, and refer to the appended information as you complete this application form.  

THE PROJECT
 

A1. Basic details
Name of applying body (church or other)

	


Name of Circuit

	


Name of District

	


Consents Project ID

	


A2. Confirmation that the project has the support of the District

Signature of District Property Secretary or District Grants Officer

	


Signature of District Chair

	


A3. Appropriate background about your church and the community in which it is situated 
Please provide a description of your church, its mission and vision, its relations with other local churches, community, and statutory organisations, and its current role in the community 

	


B.  Description of the project 
Please confirm whether the proposed project is a new build or a complete renovation.  If it is not a new-build, please describe how the renovation will change the internal layout and use of the property, including any structural changes, and any changes to the footprint of the building. If the Project is not a new-build, please confirm that the project will put the fabric and structure of the building in a good state of repair.  Please provide a description of the proposed project, including the extent to which the new spaces it will create are multi-use and flexible.  Please describe the variety of uses that the worship space will be put to throughout the week.

	


C.  What are your reasons for undertaking the project?
	


D.  Environmental impact 

Please provide details of the measures you are incorporating to minimise the carbon footprint of the property over the term of its life in line with the standards of the Chartered Institute of Buildings Service Engineers.

	


E.  Project management plan 

Please provide details of your project management plan, including a timetable for the achievement of key milestones (construction and expenditure).    

	


F.  Any further relevant information about the project 

Please provide any further descriptive details in support of the proposed project, not covered elsewhere in this application.  In particular, the extent to which it will provide space for the worship to be provided in a variety of ways to suit the congregation and/or  shared use  by other denominations, as part of Ecumenical worship for either a congregation which is growing or for several congregations (or fellowships) to share. Please also include in this section confirmation that the project will contain multi-use, flexible spaces (i.e. buildings which allow people to use sanctuary space throughout the week for a range of activities singly or at the same time, in addition to fulfilling the requirements as a place for worship), and will obtain the necessary energy performance certificates so that they can be let out or used in this way.  

	


G.  Anticipated start and finish dates for the project 

	Start 
	Finish

	
	


2.  FINANCIAL SITUATION
 

A.  Total expected project cost:

........................................................
B.  Sources of funding: in hand, pledged, and planned 
Please provide details of your planned funding package for the project, including detailing the source of funds in hand, funds pledged, and funds that are in process or are planned

	Funding type
	In hand 
	Pledged/ promised
	Anticipated (applied for but not yet promised or received)

	Local fundraising


	
	
	

	Circuit funds


	
	
	

	External grants (please specify)
	
	
	

	District grants


	
	
	

	Connexional grants
	
	
	


C.  Funds held by the church and circuit 

Please provide details of any funds held by the church and Circuit that are not already being used to fund other projects or activities.  Please include with your application copies of the previous year’s accounts for the Church and Circuit, showing the level of uncommitted funds.

	


D.  Size of Connexional grant requested 

	D
	Size of Connexional Grant applied for-
	Total: £

	
	
	
	
	

	Year 1: £
	Year 2: £
	Year 3: £
	Year 4: £
	Year 5: £


E.  Contingency plans 

(i). Is there any part of the total project cost that is not essential, if the total amount of funding is not received?

	


(ii).  What contingencies are in place if unexpected costs are encountered 
 
	


3.  CONNEXIONAL GRANT CONDITIONS
 

A.  Employing suitable qualified professionals 
Please confirm your intention to employ only suitably qualified property professionals with appropriate professional qualifications, proven experience, and adequate professional indemnity insurance.  Contractors with relevant previous experience of similar projects and/or working in church premises should be engaged to undertake the construction works.

	


B.  Abiding by relevant legislation 

Please confirm that you agree to implement and abide by all current relevant property legislation (for example, but not restricted to, the Equalities Act, Construction Design and Management Regulations, Control of Asbestos Regulations etc.

	


C.  Conditions imposed by other funders 
If you have any other areas of compliance (e.g. from other funders) please identify the funders, and give details and outline the conditions that are required.  Please confirm that they do not conflict with the requirements of a connexional grant or of Standing Orders relating to property.

	


Conditions for Local Ecumenical Partnerships

If the project relates to a Local Ecumenical Partnership, where the property is or will be Methodist-owned, please confirm that you will comply with the requirements of CPD and the statutory legal framework in this respect, and that appropriate Sharing Agreements have been formally agreed.  If the project relates to a Local Ecumenical Partnership, where the property is not or will not be Methodist-owned, please confirm that you will amend the Sharing Agreement in place, in order to reflect the extent of Methodist investment.   

	


Eligibility Criteria

In 2011 the Connexional Grants Committee established a new system of grant-giving for property projects. Applications will only be considered for projects relating to property owned locally (by the Circuit or District – these grants are not available for Connexionally owned property.  Furthermore, applications will only be considered once they have received District Consent.  

Grants for repairs or maintenance are no longer available at Connexional level.  Instead churches should seek to maintain their property through local, Circuit or District funding.  

The maximum grant that can be awarded is £200,000.

In deciding whether to award the grant, the amount of uncommitted funds held by the church, circuit or District in which the proposed project is to take place is taken into consideration by the Committee, but all applications will be assessed by the Connexional Grants Committee against the criteria below.  

Successful applications will need to meet all of the following criteria, and will need to include a convincing project plan detailed in their application, which will include a robust fund-raising strategy.  

Assessment Criteria:

Projects are new builds or significant alterations and/ or refurbishments, 
Where they are significant alterations and/ or refurbishments, projects will put the fabric and structure of the building into a good state of repair;
Projects will address all of the relevant criteria for efficient energy use and sustainability, as detailed in the CIBSE standards currently located here:   (http://www.cibse.org/index.cfm?go=publications.view&PubID=6&S1=y&L1=0&L2=0) , including high performance insulation as well as addressing pre-existing issues, reduction of incoming mains power, ensuring use of energy efficient heating and lighting, installation  of solar panels 
Projects will at least conform to the requirements of the Disability Discrimination Act, and all other relevant buildings regulations.

Projects contain multi-use, flexible spaces (i.e. buildings which allow people to use sanctuary space throughout the week for a range of activities singly or at the same time, in addition to fulfilling the requirements as a place for worship), and will obtain the necessary energy performance certificates so that they can be let out or used in this way.

Projects will provide space for either a congregation which is growing or for several congregations (or fellowships) to share.

If you are not sure whether your project meets the criteria, ask your District Grants Officer or Property Secretary, or contact the Connexional Grants Team. Information can also be found at www.methodist.org.uk/grants.

How to fill in the form

It is important that your application demonstrates that the proposed project meets the criteria, and that you are able to back up your applications with appropriate data.  Please refer to the full guidance notes for details of how to complete the form.

It is important that your application is honest and clear. If there are aspects of your project that are not yet fully developed please indicate this.   

Every question on the form is there for a reason. However, it is still a generic form and every applicant will need to answer each question with varying amounts of information. Use your common sense and refer to the guidance notes in deciding how much you think the Committee will want to know. If you can’t think of anything to write in response to a question, it may be worth spending a little time on this area of your proposal before submitting your application. In order to include technical details, drawings, plans etc. please append these to the application (in Pdf format if submitting electronically and in paper format for postal applications), and refer to them in the main body of the application.   

Get in touch

Remember that everyone in the Church wants your project to succeed. If you have any questions at all please contact your District Grants Officer or the Connexional Grants Team. If they can’t answer your question they may be able to put you in touch with someone who can. 

How to submit an application

Applications must be submitted both as electronic files and paper copies. The electronic copy may be submitted first to speed up the assessment process, but in doing this you are asserting that you have a signed paper copy in your possession. Please complete this application form and submit it by email and post to: 

Connexional Grants Team

Methodist Church House

25 Marylebone Road

London

NW1 5JR

grants@methodistchurch.org.uk
Tel. 020 7467 3773

Tel. 020 7467 3772

Applicant Declaration

In my role as [insert role title] I am authorised to submit this application on behalf of [District name or organisation name]. I confirm that all information contained within this form is true, accurate and complete and that this application has the full support of the Districts listed below.

Signed: ........................................

Printed: ........................................

Submission Procedure

Please use the list on the first page of this application to check you have included all relevant documentation then email it to grants@methodistchurch.org.uk. 

We regret that we are unable to process application forms which are not submitted electronically.
If you only have paper copies of supporting documentation this may be sent by post. Be sure to mention in your email that this information will arrive separately.

A signed copy of your application should also be sent to:

Grants Team

Methodist Church House

25 Marylebone Road

London

NW1 5JR

If you have any questions please contact us on:

grants@methodistchurch.org.uk
or:

Tel. 020 7467 3773

Tel. 020 7467 3772

<date>
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